PARTNERS IN PEACE

DIPLOMACY IN THE 21ST CENTURY

nteringthe21stcen-

tury, these nations

can justly celebrate
their relationship, with the
president of each, George
W. Bush and Vladimir Pu-
tin, declaring the other “a
strong ally.” Both nations,
victim of heart-breaking
terrorist attacks, have be-
come close collaborators in
the battle against extremist
violence.

On-going connections,
forged by people-to-people
contacts through exchang-
es of students, scholars,
scientists,  professionals,
athletes, and cultural exhi-
bitions, have resulted in an
estimated 50,000 alumni
of formal programs — and
many more have come to
know each other through
tourist visits and business
interactions.

In the 1800’s, Chancellor
Nikolai Rumiantsev told
Minister John Quincy Ad-
ams that the Russian at-
tachment to the United
States is “more obstinate”
than generally understood;
Mark Twain wrote “Amer-
ica owes a lot to Russia”
and prayed the friendship
would continue. A mutu-
al fascination and attach-
ment does persist — making
Russia and America truly
“closer than we think.”

Top left: New Year’s fireworks over Red Square, Moscow, 2001. Top right: Fourth of July fireworks over Washington, DC,
2004. Bottom: Presidents Viadimir Putin and George W. Bush in St. Andrew’s Hall, the Kremlin.
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