Top left: The Boston Ballet performs Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker, 2003. Top right: Mikhail Baryshnikov, 2002. Middle left:
Russian President ViIadimir Putin, left, at the major art exhibition, “Russia!” at New York’s Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum,
2005. Middle right: American rock band The Eagles in concert at Moscow’s Olympic Stadium, 2001. Bottom left: Russia’s Alex
Ovechkin, in white jersey, is a star player on the Washington Capitals hockey team, 2006. Bottom right: Maria Sharapova wins
the U.S. Open tennis championship, 2006.

© AP Images (6).

ith common

historical

roots, though
divergent paths, the two
peoples share many traits.
When famine devastated
1920’s Soviet Russia, the
American Relief Adminis-
tration delivered food and
medicine over treacherous
terrain to 10 million Rus-
siansdaily; during the 2005
Hurricane Katrina crisis,
Russia sent tons of aid to
the U.S. disaster area.

The natural blending of
classically trained Russian
performersand free-expres-
sion U.S. arts have had an
electrifying effect in both
nations. Mikhail Barysh-
nikov adapts ballet to jazz,
American dancers leap to
the music of Tchaikovsky
while Russian youths dis-
cover rock ‘n roll, Russian
and American painters
strike a commmon chord,

and the mutual admiration
of outstanding authors,
scholars, and athletes —
Maria Sharapova (tennis)
and Alexander Ovechkin
(hockey), for example —are
evidence of shared contem-
porary values.

The ready, almost eager,
acknowledgement and ac-
ceptance of each other’s
culture proves the power
of exchanges and the de-
velopment of close, per-
sonal ties.
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